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(5/30) Valid Pro gamely breaks maiden
Second choice in the betting, VALID PRO, was first under the wire at Belmont Park, breaking her maiden in her third attempt. The six-furlong race was run over the main track with a field of 10 state-bred fillies and mares, 3 year-olds and upward, going to the gate. Trainer Stanley Hough named Jorge Chavez to ride the three year-old bay filly.
Hustled to the front, Valid Pro hooked up early with Zat Darn Cat as Runsoncruz tracked closely in third along the rail. Race time favorite April Trust sat off the early lead in fourth position. Battling head to head around the far turn, Zat Darn Cat emerged with a narrow lead over Valid Pro as they turned for home with April Trust moving boldly to their outside to gain second-position. Never discouraged, Valid Pro battled back along the inside of her two foes, regaining the lead past the eighth-pole under the strong urging of Chavez, and won by a length over Zat Darn Cat with April Trust losing third money to the late closing Gata Be Patient.
Owned and bred by E. Paul Robsham, who qualified for a breeder's award of $4,920, Valid Pro is by Polish Pro, out of the Valid Appeal mare, Valid Silk, a half-sister to graded stakes-placed winner Silk Broker (Pentelicus). Mr. Robsham, owner of the Polish Pro, qualified for a stallion owner award of $1,848. Polish Pro stands at Dr. Jon Davis' Milfer Farm in Unadilla, New York.

